Envirolink Newsletter: April & May 2017

Date Claimers
3rd May

Special Screening - Guarding the Galilee 30min doco on the fight to stop Adani Carmichael Coal.
Screening at Event Cinemas, Rockhampton 6:00 – 8:00pm. More info contact Michael at Capricorn
Conservation Council 4927 8644. Tickets $10, bookings- Guarding the Galilee tickets here

4th May

Capricorn Coast Landcare Group: May biodiversity surveys volunteers welcome @ Fig Tree Creek 8am.

th

7 May

Native Plants Capricornia: Duaringa Field Trip meet 8:30am @ O’Shanessy Park, Lower Dawson Road,
Rockhampton to carpool. Contact John McCabe 0412 416 649 for more info.

7th May

Birdlife Capricornia: Birds in Capricornia May Survey. More info: Allan Briggs (abriggs@irock.com.au)

7th May

Rockhampton Regional Council: Wholly Cow Month: What’s your beef (first signature event). 11am –
3pm, Huish Drive, Rockhampton. Contact 4932 9000 or email events@rrc.qld.gov.au

10th May Transition Capricorn Coast: Open meeting 7:00-9:00pm @ Queen Street Community Hall, Yeppoon.
All welcome, bring your ideas and a plate to share. Contact George for more info 0477 568 405
13th May Emu Park Bushcare Group: Monthly working bee @ Marine Parade revegetation site (the site is in the
dune between the road and bike path) 3:00-5:00pm. More info: jweekers@yahoo.com.au
15th May Capricorn Coast Landcare Group: General meeting 10-11am @ Envirolink office, 78 John Street, Yeppoon
More info contact Alby/Janet 4939 1002
21st May Friends of Lammermoor Native Gardens: Butterfly Discovery Day. From 8:30am – 12 pm at the gardens.

Regular Dates



Every Saturday morning - Yeppoon Community Market at Stevenson Park/Showgrounds 6am-10am. For more information on
stalls, call 49397976. Reduce food miles and buy fresh, buy local!
Every second Saturday of month – Emu Park Bush Care activities. Contact Julianne through their website here

Understanding flow
TC Marcia left a big scar on our community and significantly changed our landscape – many mature trees
were felled or severely damaged, wildlife lost habitat, beaches suffered dune erosion, creeks became choked
with flood debris, rubbish and huge sediment loads – and we are still seeing the environmental effects of this
two years on. I recently visited a property in Yeppoon after I was asked to give some advice on drainage problems. Like many
property owners after Marcia, Landcare member Kathryn has put in a huge effort to remedy damage and scouring to her
backyard. She has planted natives on her gully slope, removed large debris, weeds and guinea grass, reinstated boundary
fencing, and put down logs to stabilise banks and prevent further soil loss. However, these measures weren’t stopping scouring
and the drainage channel from filling with detritus and rubbish during high flow events. Urbanisation of a catchment creates
all kinds of complex problems and this is the case for Kathryn. She is surrounded by allotments which have been cleared and
developed including the installation of a very low sump discharge point by Council. Several large concrete slabs have been
placed in the creek by builders thinking they were doing the right thing. As with many things in life, we have to understand
the cause before we can design the cure. Not only does debris snag on these slabs, but stormwater flow is undermining them.
A narrow section with an ‘S bend’ has been created; just add velocity and you have scouring waiting to happen. I advised her
to leave semi-embedded, displaced tree trunks in place as they will over time, trap and slow sediment loads and encourage
vegetation to take root. I also commented on the efficient functioning of the neighbour’s grassed swale. In the right place,
swales help widen channels and slow water. Waterways really are complex systems - all too often we treat what we first see,
without taking the time to look further and see what is really going on.

Alby Wooler

President & Junior Landcare Coordinator

Native Plant of the Month (April)
Enchylaena tomentosa
The Ruby Salt bush is a small, often straggly shrub
to about one metre in height. It has greyish
foliage and stems, which make a pleasing
contrast in the garden. It produces tiny white
flowers year-round, with attractive yellow to red
fruit produced from January to March.

Photo source: Malcolm Wells

Its natural habitat ranges from Brigalow scrub
and coastal headlands to salt marshes, beach
fore-dunes and mangroves. In the garden they
are ideal for mass plantings and particularly do
well in coastal gardens. The plant is food for the
bridled-tailed wallaby in the wild.

The fruit is small but edible, and the leaves can be boiled and eaten as a vegetable. The plant will thrive in
shade, but prefers full sun. It is drought and frost tolerant, and very tough; and can be trimmed into low
hedges if required. Propagation is reasonably easy from both seed and cuttings, and I have found in my
regeneration plot that it self-seeds readily. For more information go to Australian Native Plants Society.

Native Plant of the Month (May)
Harpullia hillii
The Blunt-leaved tulip is a small tree that is native to QLD and
NSW. It produces small white flowers in late winter and early
spring and yellow-orange fruit from November to January. The
berries are very ornamental but inedible.
This tree is normally found in rainforests and riparian areas, as
well as dry rainforests. It has a dense crown and makes a good
shade tree. It can reach twenty metres in height, but seldom
exceeds ten metres. The young foliage and flower buds are
food for larvae of the pencilled blue butterfly.
The plant is low maintenance and suitable for a variety of soils.
It prefers part shade, but will stand full sun. The fact that it has
non-invasive roots makes it ideal for gardens, and it can act as
a windbreak where required.
Photo source: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

A FREE Harpullia hillii is available for CCLG members from the Envirolink Office
courtesy of Livingstone Community Nursery

A word on birds by Allan Briggs
Arrival of the winter migrants
The Birds in Capricornia survey for May is due on Sunday 7th but of course
you can elect to do it a day early or a day late as well as record species that
you see throughout the month. Our winter migrants should be arriving and
some like the Scarlet Honeyeater are already here.
The three that may visit your yard/property are the Scarlet Honeyeater, Grey
Fantail and Golden Whistler (photographs on left to help you to identify them
are).
The Scarlet Honeyeater has a lovely tinkling call but feeds high in the canopy
so is sometimes difficult to see. The Golden Whistler forages in the mid storey
and is easier to spot while the Grey Fantail will follow you around hoping you
will disturb some insects that it can pounce on.
Keep an eye out for them and hopefully you can add them to your list.
Photos supplied by Allan Briggs. For more information or help with
identification contact Allan – email abriggs@irock.com.au

The fascinating world of MINI BEASTS
Gorse Spider Mite
My husband and I have just returned from New Zealand where we
spent three weeks roaming and trail ‘tramping’ in the South Island. It
was interesting to see this biological control agent being used to
manage gorse, NZ’s most prevalent weed. By Janet Schipke

Gorse became a problem in New Zealand from the 1950s
onwards when it was declared a major weed following its
supercedence as an agricultural hedging plant by wire fences.
It is a dense growing and extremely hardy plant and attempts
to spray, burn, or cut-stump it often result in rapid, widespread
regrowth.

Source: Creative Commons - www.ozanimals.com - Ctenomorpha-chronus-1.jpg

Photo source: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

Gorse spider mites as a biological control were first introduced into New Zealand in 1988 where they established quickly
in many areas. The mite spins thick white communal webs on gorse bushes and are most active in warm dry months
when their whole life cycle speeds up (scientists describe this relationship with temperature as the mathematical
model). The webs can be fist-sized or cover an entire bush; inside, spider mites move freely about. Bright red in colour,
females out number males 5:1 and are the bigger sex. Each female lays between 30-40 eggs at the rate of one per day.
After a fortnight, the eggs hatch and moult through six juvenile stages until they reach adulthood. At that time, they
feed for a couple of weeks and then begin to breed.
So how do they kill gorse? The gorse spider has sucking mouth parts that pierce the gorse to extract food cells. The
foliage bleaches, growth is reduced and flowers abort. Research shows that if the spiders attack a gorse bush for just
one year, the bush is capable of recovery; if they remain on a bush in large numbers for several years then the damage
is more permanent. The challenge to land-carers is keeping spider populations viable in an area for longer than 2-3
years, which is the natural lifespan of a colony. Population crashes are generally caused by predators, of which there
are two: a ladybird (Stethorus bifidus), and a similar-looking mite (Phytoseiulus persimilis). If these species move in, a
mass migration of adult gorse spider mites from a colony will often occur.

TOP REGENERATION TIP: Tackling erosion

By Malcolm Wells

If anyone is regenerating their local beach
dunes, or even battling an erosion-prone area in
their local reserve or garden, here is a good way
to stop the loss of soil. Recently, the local youth
group GenYadaba worked with the North Keppel
Island Environmental Education Centre to carry
out revegetation and regeneration work on the
Island. The aim was to address some of the
Island’s key threats to biodiversity by managing
erosion, revegetating a section of the coastal
fore-dune and controlling weeds. I was on hand
to record each session in words and photos.
Photo source: Malcolm Wells

To aid the re-vegetation process on the erosionaffected dunes, an ingenious new method was used to propagate new plants. Coir logs, sourced from a
company called Geofabrics, were sown with fresh seed and seedlings. These were cared for in the NKIEEC
nursery until ready to plant out.
When ready, the logs were half buried in the sand; pegged at a 45° angle to the wave and wind action. This
provided protection for the plants as the logs helped build up the sand, increase the resilience of the dunes
and protect the fragile environment.
If you don’t have the money to invest in coir logs, then pine logs or fallen tree branches, pinned at 45° will
perform the same function until your plantings are strong enough to do their work.

Weed it out! By Malcolm Wells
Lantana
Lantana is recognised as a ‘Weed of National Significance’, because
of its devastating impact. There are at least 29 wild or cultivated
forms in Australia, and all are toxic. All parts of the plant are
poisonous, but the green berries are the worst.
The red-flowering forms, such as Lantana camara, are the worst. It
can be fatal to both animals and humans if ingested. As a bush
regenerator, it was one of the worst weeds for me, creating
impenetrable thickets and acting as a climber up big trees. These
dense infestations supply ample fuel for bushfires.
You can see Lantana in many places around here, especially on the
Photo source: Creative Commons Starr
Environmental
Rocky Yeppoon road, where it is particularly noticeable now as it is
flowering profusely. It’s also apparent along parts of the Yeppoon seafront. I also know a few people who have
it in their gardens, though not for long I hope.
Birds are unaffected by the poisons but they can spread the seeds, 12,000 of which can be produced yearly by
one shrub. The plant can be sprayed, but it is best if you can get to the main stem, cut it just above the ground
and poison the stump with undiluted herbicide. This should be done within ten seconds to prevent the plant
shutting down and not taking the poison in. Dispose of the dead plant carefully.

Landcare news
Reopening and renaming of
Yeppoon State School’s
environmental trail
After two years of hard work from the
school
community,
dedicated
Landcare volunteers, Livingstone Shire
Council, and with funding support
from Fitzroy Basin Association, the
Alby Wooler Environmental Studies
Area was officially opened by Mayor
Bill Ludwig and Alby last week.
Mayor Bill paid tribute to Alby’s
commitment and passion for the
environment,
calling
him
an
environmental warrior.
In Alby’s response, he recalled the long
history of the trail and how devastated
the area had been by TC Marcia and
the extraordinary efforts of the army
to clean up the school. Vandals then
added further to the damage but with
a lot of hard work the trail had been
restored to once again showcase
nature at its best.
‘It has some very unique ecosystems
such as a beautiful pandanus forest,
rainforest, open forest, and vine
thicket with an active creek line
throughout the 7 acres,’ said Alby. ‘It’s
the envy of schools throughout
Queensland.’
The school’s Landcare & Waste
Warriors coordinating teacher, Judy
Herold, has worked side by side with
Alby for many years with the Junior
Landcare Programme. It was Judy that
organised the opening celebration and
invited key people and organisations
that have contributed to the
restoration project. Councillor Nigel
Hutton officiated, with the school
choir also singing.
Following photos with the new sign,
Alby was delighted to cut a renaming
cake and receive birthday wishes and
cheers.
Congratulations Alby,
deserved honour!
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What’s a food mile?
A mile over which a food
item is transported during
the journey from producer
to consumer, as a unit of
measurement of the fuel
used to transport it.
A VERY GOOD REASON TO
SUPPORT OUR LOCAL MARKETS!

Special screening - Guarding the Galilee
CCC members and friends are invited to a screening of Guarding the
Galilee: a 30 minute documentary that takes us inside the fight to stop
Adani Carmichael Coal. Hosted by award-winning actor Michael Caton, the
film features farmers, dive instructors and boat-operators all concerned
about the impacts that Adani’s Carmichael coal mine will have on water
resources, climate and the Great Barrier Reef.
Event Cinemas, Stockland Rockhampton.
Wednesday May 3rd 6:00 - 8:00PM | Tickets $10
Bookings: Eventbrite/guarding-the-galilee-tickets-rockhampton

Yearly membership is now DUE
Cap Coast Bicycle User Group
Membership is $10.00 (single)
$15.00 (family)
We are continuing to advocate for cycling, raising the
profile of cycling as means of transport, as well as sport
and recreation. Our efforts towards cycling
infrastructure, both on and off road on the Capricorn
Coast is vital.
Membership form can be downloaded from Facebook or
contact us via email: capcoastbug@hotmail.com

Capricorn Coast Landcare Group Inc.
ABN: 48 170 539 519

Landcare – a partnership between the environment and sustainable production

General meetings are held on the 1st Tuesday of every second month at 7.30 pm at the Envirolink
Centre, 3 / 78 John Street, Yeppoon. All memberships are due for renewal at the October AGM (one
(1) vote per membership).
Your email will be automatically added to our Envirolink Newsletter and CCLG membership mailing lists.
Please tick this box if you do not wish to receive them.

New member

Renew / Update details
MEMBER CONTACT DETAILS

Name:
Address:
City:

State:

Post Code:

Home Phone:

Work Phone:

Mobile:

Email:
SIGNATURE

I support the goals, values and activities of Capricorn Coast Landcare Group Inc.
Signature of applicant:

Date:

PAYMENT METHOD
Single Membership is $5.00 GST included.

Family Membership is $10.00 GST included

Group Membership is $22.00 GST included.

Business Membership is $55.00 GST included

Cash

Cheque

EFT

Electronic Transfer Reference Number :
Bank details for on-line payments:
BSB 064 712 A/C 10018138 Account Name: Capricorn Coast Landcare Group Inc.
* Reference deposit with your first initial & surname.

Please return to:
Capricorn Coast Landcare Group Inc.
PO Box 727, YEPPOON, QLD, 4703
Phone: (07) 4939 1002
Fax: (07) 4939 1668

Email: envirolink@cqnet.com.au

OFFICE USE ONLY
Date Received
Receipt Number

/

/

Email database
Envirolink Newsletter
Membership List

THANKYOU TO OUR BUSINESS SPONSORS!!!

Shop25, Keppel Bay Plaza, Yeppoon

Yeppoon
Community
Markets
Every Saturday
6am-10am
Yeppoon
Showgrounds

178 Kinka Beach Road, Tanby Q 4703
Open Mon-Sun
Ph 07 4939 7200

Advertise here – increase your
exposure
Call us on 4939 1002 to
find out how 

Capricorn Coast Landcare Group and the Envirolink Centre are supported by:

